POWERINTHE LAND

THE RAMSDENS AND THEIR HUDDERSFIELD ESTATE, 1§42—1920

Essays to commemorate the centenary of the purchase of the
estate by Huddersfield Corporation in 1920

edited by
Edward Royle

UNIVERSITY OF HUDDERSFIELD PRESS
IN ASSOCIATION WITH HUDDERSFIELD LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
2020

10.5920/pitl.prelims



Published by University of Huddersfield Press

University of Huddersfield Press
The University of Huddersfield

Queensgate
Huddersfield HD1 3DH

Email enquiries university.press@hud.ac.uk
Text © The Authors 2020

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License

O

Images © as attributed

Every effort has been made to locate copyright
holders of materials included and to obtain
permission for their publication.

The publisher is not responsible for the continued
existence and accuracy of websites referenced
in the text.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available
from the British Library.

ISBN: 978-1-86218-176-2
Designed by Dawn Cockcroft
Front cover illustration © Kirklees Image Archives

Back cover illustration © Huddersfield Examiner/Reach plc

10.5920/pitl.prelims



Sir John William Ramsden (1831—1914), ¢.1890s.
Kirklees Image Archive

10.5920/pitl.prelims

111



Acknowledgements

THE PUBLISHERS, EDITOR and authors are grateful to the following for
kind permission to reproduced images in their collections: AHR Building
Consultancy Ltd; Huddersfield Examiner/Reach plc; Huddersfield Local
Studies Library, Kirklees Libraries; Jarrolds Publishing; Kirklees Museums
and Galleries; Lafayette Photography Ltd; Leeds University Library Special
Collections; Matthew Beckett, Lost Heritage; The National Portrait Gallery;
The Pennington family of Muncaster Castle; The Ramsden family; and West
Yorkshire Joint Services, Kirklees Archive. Individual acknowledgement of
permissions granted to the University of Huddersfield to reproduce images is
given in the list of illustrations on page [ X-XIII, and the source of the image
is given with each caption.

We also wish to thank all the librarians and archivists who have helped
and advised in the research for this book, especially the staft at the Heritage
Quay, University of Huddersfield, and at Huddersfield Central Library in
Local Studies and in the Kirklees Archive office, for whom nothing has been
too much trouble. The editor is also grateful to Megan Taylor, Zoé Johnson,
Dawn Cockcroft and the staft of the University of Huddersfield Press, and
to David Griftiths and Brian Haigh of Huddersfield Local History Society,
for their assistance, and to all his fellow authors for their willing co-operation
with their second editor following Hilary Haigh’s untimely death.

10.5920/pitl.prelims



Contents

FRONTISPIECE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ILLUSTRATIONS AND PERMISSIONS

ABBREVIATIONS

A NOTE ON CONTRIBUTORS

PREFACE

THE RAMSDENS OF LONGLEY, I1§42—1920: A FAMILY TREE
CHAPTER ONE

Longley Hall: the Huddersfield Seat of the Ramsdens
Brian Haigh

CHAPTER TWO

The Ramsdens and the Public Realm in Huddersfield, 1671-1920
David Griffiths

CHAPTER THREE

The Ramsden Estate Dispute of 1850-1867
John Halstead

CHAPTER FOUR

Religion and Philanthropy
Edward Royle

CHAPTER FIVE

Architectural patronage in early-Victorian Huddersfield:
the Ramsdens, William Wallen and J. P. Pritchett
Christopher Webster

10.5920/pitl.prelims

111

IX
XV
XVII
XIX

XXII

43

87

115

145



CHAPTER SIX

Buying Huddersfield for the People 173
Stephen Caunce and Edward Royle

CHAPTER SEVEN

A Ramsden Family Perspective 195
Meriel Buxton

BIBLIOGRAPHY 221

INDEX 233

10.5920/pitl.prelims



Illustrations and Permissions

COVER
Ramsden Estate Buildings, Westgate (1870), by W.H. Crossland
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

FRONTISPIECE

Sir John William Ramsden (1831—1914), c.1890s
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

I. Longley Old Hall before restoration
by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library,
Kirklees Libraries

2. Longley Old Hall after restoration, 1885
by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library,
Kirklees Libraries

3. Longley Hall, rebuilt eighteenth-century south side
by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library,
Kirklees Libraries

4. Longley Hall, eighteenth-century west front
by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library,
Kirklees Libraries

s. The Hon. Mrs Isabella Ramsden (1790—1887)
by kind permission of the Pennington family of Muncaster Castle

6. George Loch (1811—1877)
by kind permission of the National Portrait Gallery

7. Alexander Hathorn (1816—1892)
by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library,
Kirklees Libraries

10.5920/pitl.prelims

IX

ITT

9

11



I0.

IT.

I2.

3.

4.

IS.

16.

7.

18.

19.

20.

POWER IN THE LAND

Isaac Hordern (1829—1912) IT
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Longley Hall, north front, 1874 15
by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library,
Kirklees Libraries

Longley Hall, Ground Plan, 1866 18
by kind permission of West Yorkshire Archive Service, Kirklees

Longley Hall Stables, North Elevation, 1855. 22
by kind permission of West Yorkshire Archive Service, Kirklees

Longley Hall, Ground Plan of W. H. Crossland’s hall of 1871—3 30
by kind permission of West Yorkshire Archive Service, Kirklees

Longley Hall, Elevations, 2008 30-31
by kind permission of AHR Building Consultancy Ltd

Longley Hall after 1873, view of the south and west fronts 32
by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library,
Kirklees Libraries

Tudor chimney piece, removed from Longley Hall 35
to Muncaster Castle, 1920

by kind permission of the Pennington family of

Muncaster Castle and Jarrolds Publishing

Longley Old Hall, interior 37
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Cloth Hall, erected 1766 and enlarged in 1780 and 1863 48
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Sir John Ramsden, 4th Bt (1755—1839) 49
by kind permission of the Pennington family of Muncaster Castle

Market Place, the old George Inn (centre) 50
and the Brick Buildings, erected in the 1770s
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Ramsden estate map of central Hudderstield, 1778 50
by kind permission of West Yorkshire Archive Service, Kirklees

10.5920/pitl.prelims



ILLUSTRATIONS AND PERMISSIONS

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

20.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33-

34.

Thomas Dinsley map of central Huddersfield, 1828
by kind permission of West Yorkshire Archive Service, Kirklees

Railway Station (1846—51)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

George Hotel (1848—1851)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Ordnance Survey street map, 1907 (1:25,000),
showing central Huddersfield

XI

ST

59

59

75

by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library, Kirklees Libraries

Joshua Hobson (1810—76)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Wright Mellor (1817—93)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Huddersfield old parish church
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Huddersfield new parish church (1834—6)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

St John, Birkby (1851-3)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Almondbury parish church before restoration
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Almondbury parish church after restoration in 1876
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

St Michael, Somerset Road (1913—15)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Ramsden Street Congregational Chapel (1824)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Huddersfield Collegiate School (1839—40)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

10.5920/pitl.prelims

88

104

133

133

137

137

139

149

154



XII

3s.

36.

37

38.

39.

40.

4T.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

POWER IN THE LAND

Huddersfield College (1839—40)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

St Paul, Shepley (1845-8)

by kind permission of Special Collections, Leeds University Library

Riding School (1846) and Zetland Hotel (1846—7)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Castle Hill hotel (1851)
by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library,
Kirklees Libraries

Wilfrid Dawson (1871—-1936
by kind permission of the Huddersfield Examiner/Reach plc.

Samuel William Copley (1859—1937)
by kind permission of Lafayette Photography Ltd

Sir John William Ramsden, 5th Bt (1831—-1914) age 30
by kind permission of the Ramsden family

Sir John William Ramsden, 5th Bt (1831—1914)
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

The Hon. Lady Helen Guendolen Ramsden (1846—1910)
by kind permission of the Pennington family of Muncaster Castle

Opening of Somerset Bridge
by Lady Guendolen Ramsden, 1874
by kind permission of Kirklees Museums and Galleries

Portrait group at the Yorkshire Agricultural Show,
Longley Hall, 1888

by kind permission of Huddersfield Local Studies Library,
Kirklees Libraries

Laying of the corner stone of the Victoria Tower,
Castle Hill by John Frecheville Ramsden, 1898
by kind permission of the Ramsden family

10.5920/pitl.prelims

154

157

160

164

176

176

198

200

200

203

204

204



ILLUSTRATIONS AND PERMISSIONS XIII

47. Byram Hall 206
by kind permission of Matthew Beckett, Lost Heritage

48.  Sir John Frecheville Ramsden (1877—1958) 214
by kind permission of the Ramsden family

COVER (BACK)
Crests of the Ramsden Family, the Huddersfield Improvement
Commissioners and Huddersfield Corporation

by kind permission of the Huddersfield Examiner/Reach plc

10.5920/pitl.prelims



XV

Abbreviations

CLWC Commissioners of Lighting, Watching & Cleansing
DF Dawson File

HBC Huddersfield Borough Corporation
H({D)C Huddersfield (Daily) Chronicle

H(D)E Huddersfield (Daily) Examiner

HHE Huddersfield and Holmfirth Examiner.
HWC Huddersfield Waterworks Commissioners
HIC Huddersfield Improvement Commissioners
ICBS Incorporated Church Building Society
JER Sir John Frecheville Ramsden

JWR Sir John William Ramsden

KIA Kirklees Image Archive

L&Y Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway

LI Leeds Intelligencer

LM Leeds Mercury

ODNB  Oxford Dictionary of National Biography
PCO Privy Council Office

TNA The National Archives, Kew

TRDA Tenant-Right Defence Association
WYAS West Yorkshire Archive Service

YAS Yorkshire Architectural Society

YEP Yorkshire Evening Post

10.5920/pitl.prelims



XVII

A Note on Contributors

MERIEL BUXTON studied jurisprudenct at St Hugh’s College, Oxford, and is
now a free-lance writer who lives in Leicestershire, married to a great-nephew
of Joan Ramsden, née Buxton, wife of Sir John Frecheville Ramsden. She
has written several books including biographies of the missionary/explorer,
David Livingstone, and of Mary, the ‘High-Flying’ Duchess of Bedford.
Her Poverty is Relative, published by Woodperry Books in 2017, tells the story
of the Ramsden family during the lifetimes of the 5th and 6th baronets,
Sir John William Ramsden (1831-1914) and his son Sir John Frecheville
Ramsden (1877-1958). Now retired from the magistracy, Meriel has more
time to spend with her husband, children, grandchildren, dogs, horses and
Dexter cattle.

STEPHEN CAUNCE is a native of south Lancashire, and has a BA from
University College, London. His PhD, from Leeds University, investigated
the lives of farm horsemen in Yorkshire by taping oral testimony and was
published as Amongst Farm Horses. He also taught at Leeds, after twelve years
working in museums. He recently retired as a Senior Lecturer in History at
the University of Central Lancashire, where he also conducted collaborative
work with the heritage sector and developed an innovative BA in History,
Museums and Heritage. He still researches and publishes, mainly on various
aspects of northern England’s transformation between 1600 and 1939. He
gives lectures in many different settings and is writing a book about the
origins of the Industrial Revolution.

DAVID GRIFFITHS has lived in Huddersfield for over 30 years and worked for
Kirklees Council in corporate management roles. Much of his retirement has
been spent in researching the development and governance of 19th-century
Huddersfield. His most recent publications are The Villas of Edgerton: Home
to Huddersfield’s Victorian Elite (2017); and, as editor, Making up for Lost Time:
The Pioneering Years of Huddersfield Corporation (2018). He is active in several
local history and heritage groups and is a frequent speaker, walk leader and
contributor to local and national journals.

10.5920/pitl.prelims



XVIII POWER IN THE LAND

BRIAN HAIGH is a retired museum professional who specialised in social
history, education and interpretation. He cared for wide-ranging collections
from natural history specimens to works of art which was reflected in the
diversity of the exhibition programmes he organised. He was responsible for
galleries exploring the Amazon rainforest and Ancient Egypt. He managed
the restoration of the Cloth Hall shelter in Ravensknowle Park and the
conservation of the stonework and re-pointing of the Victoria Tower on
Castle Hill. He 1s the author and editor of a number of books for schools, and
has written on local history topics.

JOHN HALSTEAD studied at Highburton Church of England elementary
school, Penistone Grammar and the London School of Economics. He was
a civil servant for ten years, leaving the administrative class at the Home
Oftice in 1965 for a career teaching coal miners, steel and other workers at
the University of Sheffield. He became active in the Society for the Study of
Labour History in the 1960s and was a long-time editor of its Bulletin and
its continuation as Labour History Review. He currently serves as one of the
Society’s Vice-Presidents. He stood down in September 2016 after a twenty-
one year period on the board of housing associations, but not believing in
retirement he continues to write and be concerned about modern economic
and social issues.

EDWARD ROYLE was born in the Colne Valley, educated in Almondbury and
then after Cambridge returned to teach at the University of York where he is
now Professor (Emeritus) in History. He has published widely on nineteenth-
century British topics as diverse as popular atheism, radical politics and
Methodism. Since retirement he has published editions of Yorkshire Visitation
Returns of the Clergy (1858 and 1865), and edited a study of the Great Yorkshire
Election of 1807. He has frequently been drawn through his research back to his
Hudderstield roots and wrote a history of the Queen Street Chapel and Mission
for the Huddersfield Local History Society of which he is a founder-member.

CHRISTOPHER WEBSTER 1is an architectural historian who has specialised in the
buildings of late-Georgian England, and published extensively on the subject.
Currently, he is nearing completion of a monograph on church-building
and churchgoing at that time. He is also interested in the development of
the architectural profession in the provinces in the early-nineteenth century,
with several publications on West Yorkshire architects, their training and their
patrons. He is retired, after a long career in higher education, and is currently
a Research Associate in the Centre for Eighteenth Century Studies at the
University of York.

10.5920/pitl.prelims



XIX

Preface

ON MICHAELMAS DAY 1920 Huddersfield Corporation bought from Sir John
Frecheville Ramsden the land and rights held by his family in and around
the town of Huddersfield, thus bringing to an end a relationship that had
begun in 1531 when William Ramsden married Joanna Wood of Longley
Hall. Over the decades the Ramsdens extended their property, acquiring
the manors of Huddersfield in 1599 and Almondbury in 1627. By the end
of the nineteenth century they owned a considerable part of the land on
which central Huddersfield was built. They invested in and benefited from
the urban and industrial expansion of Huddersfield in the later-eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, but were never primarily industrial or commercial
entrepreneurs: they were ground landlords who, from the later-17th century,
lived 30 miles away at Byram. They retained their local seat at Longley New
Hall but, as absentees, acted through local agents. They seldom visited the
town in person until the coming of convenient rail travel in the second half
of the nineteenth century.

This collection of essays has been brought together to celebrate the
centenary of the 1920 purchase. It does not attempt a comprehensive history
but is focused on aspects of the relationship between the Ramsdens and
Huddersfield, especially in the nineteenth century during the lifetime of Sir
John William Ramsden (1831-1914) for which the archives are particularly
rich and when the greatest expansion of the town and Ramsden influence
occurred.

Some outline of events is offered in chapter 1 by Brian Haigh, who looks
at Longley Hall, its inhabitants and the uses to which the buildings were put.
David Griffiths then follows in chapter 2 with an analysis of the evolving
and sometimes fractious relationship between the town and the family,
especially in the nineteenth century. One of the most controversial — as well
as economically important — issues in the nineteenth century concerned
the terms governing the relationships between the Ramsden estate and its
tenants, the intricacies of which are pursued in chapter 3 by John Halstead.
Religion and philanthropy, while no doubt sincerely meant, were also a
useful means by which the Ramsdens managed not only their tenants but
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the whole community, and this is the theme of chapter 4 by Edward Royle.
One expression of such activity was the construction of churches and other
public buildings: in chapter 5 Christopher Webster provides studies of William
Wallen and James Pigott Pritchett, two architects who did important work
for the Ramsden estate in the 1840s and 1850s, giving the town two of its
most impressive buildings — the George Hotel and the Railway Station. The
final two chapters are concerned with the sale itself. In chapter 6 Stephen
Caunce and the editor re-examine critically the ‘Dawson File’, first used
by Cliftord Stephenson in 1972 to celebrate rather uncritically the story of
‘The Town that Bought Itself’; and in chapter 7 Meriel Buxton gives new
insights into the reasons why Sir John Frecheville Ramsden wished to sell
the town and how the sale was brought about. Her chapter also provides a
personal perspective on some of the key members of the Ramsden family in
the nineteenth century, drawing on private family archives.

Archival references are given in the end notes to each chapter. Where
no location is given, the documents referred to will be found in the West
Yorkshire Archive Service Kirklees office in Huddersfield. References to
secondary works in the end notes are to the composite bibliography at the
end of the book.

The idea for this book was conceived and commissioned by the late Hilary
Haigh, formerly Huddersfield Archivist and Local History Librarian, then
until her retirement archivist at the Polytechnic/University, and a founder-
member and long-serving secretary of the Huddersfield Local History
Society. The completed project is dedicated to her memory.

EDWARD ROYLE
SEPTEMBER 2020.
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The Ramsdens of Longley, 1542—1920
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